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Sleeping Beauty / part 1

Once upon a time, there was a king and queen who had a beautiful daughter. As was tradition, all the
fairies in the kingdom would be made the princess’s godmothers. At the feast, the King and Queen presented
each of the seven fairies with a gift of a golden bowl set with diamonds and rubies, and in return, each of
the fairies lined up to give the princess a very special gift.*;?

But just as the ceremony was about to be begin, a very old fairy entered the great hall. Everybody
had forgotten that the kingdom had eight fairies. The King immediately told his servants to present the Old
Fairy with a golden bowl, but they could not, because they only had made seven golden bowls for the seven
fairies that were invited. m{)))

The Old Fairy seemed very upset. She said, in her cruel and cackling voice: “I shall curse this kingdom
which has forgotten about me! Before the princess comes of age, she will pierce her hand on a spindle and
die of the wound.’ ¢ ,

The whole roont gasped and everyone began to cry. At that instant, the youngest Fairy spoke out in
a calm voice: “Do not worry, Your Majesties, your daughter will not die from this curse. Though I cannot
entirely undo what this other fairy has said, | can still give my gift to lessen the tragedy. The Princess shall
indeed pierce her hand with a spindle, but instead of dying, she shall only fall into a deep sleep, which shall
last at least a hundred years, but her sleep will end only when a noble Prince comes to wake her.”*D)
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